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valuable booty than kine and sheep. Hence the origin of the
strongholds or keeps within the towns themselves, and of the
walls which surround them.

Further down the coast towards the east begin the settle-
ments of Benoo-Yass, an ill-famed clan, half Bedouins, half
villagers, and all pirates; the very same whose cruisers have
in former times given to this district the ominous name of
" Pirate coast." The head point or main centre of Benoo-Yass
is So or; it is, so I was informed, a mere aggregation of huts,
clustered under some old and ruined fortresses, dens of the
robbers. The Benoo-Yass belong to the original inhabitants
of 'Oman, and though devoid of its civilization, partake in its
political and national feelings; hence they are not only haters
of all Muslims and Wahhabees, but even fierce enemies and
aggressors whenever occasion permits. When plunder is the
order of the day, they readily join hands with the Menaseer,
though widely different from them in origin and in appearance.
For the Menfiseer, judging by tradition, physical outline, and
dialect, are a branch of the great 'Abs family, of whom was the
famous 'Antarah-ebn-Sheddfid, and are, accordingly, by race
Nejdeans from Keys-'EyHn, while Benoo-Yass trace their origin
to the Kahtfinee family of Modliej, and travelled hither north-
wards from Hadramaut, so runs their tale. Profit, however,
like misery, may unite strange bedfellows. Both the Mena-
seer and Benoo-Yass have been much repressed of late by the
activity of Ahmed-es-Sedeyree, the Nej clean resident at Berey-
mah (the same whose brother 'Abd-el-Mahsin-es-Sedeyree en-
tertained us at Mejmaa'); while at sea the red 'Oinfmee pennon
of the pirates has grown pale before the redder cross of St.
George ; and none but pearl-oysters and fishes have any violence
to fear in this bight of the Persian Grtilf at the present day.

Of the third "great clan hereabouts, namely, Aal-Morrah, the
tenants of the Dahnfi itself, and still more numerous and
widespread, though luckily less pugnacious, than the Menfiseer,
I have already made mention. The Bedouins of this tribe, who
visit Katar and 'Oman, now for trade and now for plunder, do
not acknowledge Wahhabee sovereignty, but are, after their
irregular fashion, some of them tributaries to the Sultan of
'Omfin, while some remain at the bidding and buying of sub-
ordinate laiid-chiels.